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INTRODUCTION 

 
West Yorkshire Children’s Additional Needs Network shares information and  helps to increase the 
reach of your services for children and young people in the region. 
 
Regarding updates and information, if you have material or information that you would like 
forwarded to the members of the Network, or any updates, please ensure that you email it to 
Miriam on westyorkshire@cann-network.org, before the end of the month. 
 
Thanks to everyone who shared the information below for our latest update, which contains 
information and sessions for children and young people with additional needs and their parent 
carers.  
 
You can find these Communications on the CANN Website at: ​
https://www.cann-network.org/blog/ 

SOCIAL MEDIA LINKS AND CONTACT DETAILS 

​
Website: ​ ​ ​ ​ www.cann-network.org​
Admin:​​ ​ ​ ​ westyorkshire@cann-network.org​
Chairs: ​​ ​ ​ ​ chair.westyorkshire@cann-network.org​
Bluesky:​ ​ ​ ​ https://bsky.app/profile/wycann.bsky.social 
LinkedIn​ ​ ​ ​ https://www.linkedin.com/company/west-yorkshire-cann 
Facebook: ​ ​ ​ ​ https://www.facebook.com/westyorkshirecann 
 
 

WYCANN MEETING DATES 

Please let us know if you need any support accessing the meetings 
​

2nd December 2026​
10am - 12pm 

Interplay Theatre​
Armley Ridge Road, Leeds, LS12 3LE 
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CHAIR COMMENTS 

 

November is shaping up to be another busy and positive month for WYCANN, and we are 
especially pleased to welcome our new CANN member organisations to the network. It is fantastic 
to see our community continuing to grow, bringing new expertise, connections and opportunities 
to share knowledge and strengthen support for children, young people and families across West 
Yorkshire. 
 
There are also some great SEND activities taking place locally this month. SEND Silent Disco, hosted 
by Wakefield Parent Carer Forum in Castleford on 10 November, offers children with SEND and 
their siblings an inclusive evening of music and dancing, with adjustable headsets and a chill-out 
space. For professionals and supporters, the SOLD OUT Little Hiccups Neon Ball is taking place in 
Leeds later in the month. Over in Bradford, a SEND Marketplace event is taking place at Barkerend 
Family Hub on 30 November. With plenty happening across our WYCANN community, November is 
a great opportunity to make new connections, share what is working locally and continue building 
a stronger network around the families we support. As always, please keep sharing events, 
resources and opportunities with us. Sometimes one introduction or piece of information can 
open the door to exactly the support a family needs. 
 
 
Lucy Owen and Carmel Gallagher​
chair.westyorkshire@cann-network.org 
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NEW MEMBERS 

Harewood House Trust 

 
Harewood House Trust is an independent educational charity 
(registered charity no. 517753) and accredited museum, 
established in 1986 to care for and maintain Harewood House, its 
renowned collections, and its 120-plus acres of gardens and 
grounds for public benefit. 
 
While the estate has deep historic roots dating back to the 18th 
century, the Trust operates as a separate charitable organisation 

focused on heritage conservation, public education, arts, and community engagement. 
 
https://harewood.org/​  
 
 

 

Active Leeds​ ​ ​ ​  

Active Leeds is the health, fitness and leisure service provided by Leeds 
City Council, dedicated to helping people across Leeds lead more active 

and healthier lives. Its vision is for Leeds to be the best city to be active in, delivering inclusive and 
accessible opportunities through a network of leisure centres, gyms, swimming pools and 
community programmes. Active Leeds operates 17 facilities, offers hundreds of fitness classes each 
week, and works closely with local communities to reduce inactivity, improve wellbeing and tackle 
health inequalities. Through a friendly and supportive approach, Active Leeds encourages people 
of all ages and abilities to achieve their health and fitness goals while creating stronger, healthier 
communities. 
 
https://active.leeds.gov.uk/  
 
 
 

If you know of any groups that may be interested, please get them in touch!  
 

If you are not yet on the CANN website, you can be added by completing this form: ​
https://www.cann-network.org/member-registration-form/  

Please only use contact details that are for public use​
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EVENTS AND INFORMATION - REGIONAL 

Free Webinar Modules & Prize Draw! 

 

We are thrilled to share a fantastic range of short presentation and webinar modules by Dr Gillian 
Rogers, designed to support and inform families and carers! 
 
To help us measure the impact of these resources, Dr Gillian Rogers is offering free access via 
Payhip. Even better? Every piece of feedback submitted enters you into an amazing prize draw!  
 
How to Access: 
 

1.​ Visit the store: https://payhip.com/DrGillianRogers 
2.​ Select your module (listed at £5, but completely FREE with our code). 
3.​ Use discount code: WYCANN 

 
Each module you complete and review gives you another entry into the prize draw! You can submit 
your email in the feedback survey at the end, or send it to us directly if you prefer to keep your 
feedback anonymous. 
 
🏆 Prizes Up for Grabs: 
 

●​ £100 holiday voucher off a £2k holiday with Alison Cooper at Not Just Travel 
●​ Leeds Knights family standing tickets to a home league game this season 
●​ A copy of 'SENT' by Nicola Hughes (discussing SEND carer trauma) 

 
Scan the QR code on your materials or click the link above to get started today. Thank you for 
helping us gather vital impact data! 
 

 

 

__________________ 
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Yorkshire WheelPower Sports Festival 

The Yorkshire WheelPower Sports Festival is an inclusive event for anyone over the age of 5 years 
with a physical disability to discover sport in a safe, welcoming and friendly environment. 

Join us in Sheffield on 28 January to try Curling, Laser Shooting, Archery, Wheelchair Basketball, 
Wheelchair Tennis and Powerchair Football! If you have any questions regarding this event please 
give us a call on 01296 395995 or email the Sports team via sport@wheelpower.org.uk 

Date/Time 

28 January 2027. Registration is from 9.30am and the festival will finish at approximately 3.10pm. 

Location 

English Institute of Sport, Coleridge Road, Sheffield, S9 5DA. There is plenty of free disabled 
parking at the venue, and the venue also has accessible toilets and changing facilities. 

Cost: 

We ask for a minimum donation of £5 to attend this event. With your donation we will continue to 
support physically disabled people to access sport. 

Lunch: 

A packed lunch will be provided. 

Who is the Festival for? 

WheelPower’s Sports Festival is open to anyone with a physical disability, from the age of 5 years 
to Adult. Please note that activities will be split into appropriate age groups. 

For further information and how to book, click on the following link: 
https://www.wheelpower.org.uk/activities/yorkshire-sports-festival/ 
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Inclusive Tennis & Padel across Yorkshire! 

 

Looking for accessible, inclusive sports opportunities for children, young people, or adults? We are 
really pleased to share the work of Ben Howarth, founder of Ability Tennis and Yorkshire Tennis 
Open Court Lead! 
 
Ben is a fantastic regional contact for anyone interested in disability and inclusive tennis and padel 
across Yorkshire. Whether you are looking for local opportunities in West Yorkshire, advice on 
getting started, or want to explore their dedicated weekly programme over in Sheffield and 
Rotherham, the Open Court programme is all about breaking down barriers to sport. 
 
The sessions cater for all abilities, including neurodivergent players, wheelchair users, and 
individuals with visual impairments or sensory needs. 
 
Ability Tennis Weekly Timetable Highlights (Sheffield & Rotherham): 
 

●​ Tuesdays: VI (Visually Impaired) Weekly Tennis (Brentwood / Graves) 
●​ Wednesdays (Hallamshire & Rotherham Leisure Centre): • Serving Autism • Yorkshire Para 

Standing Tennis Club • Sensory Tennis • Walking & Cardio Tennis 
●​ Thursdays (Monthly): Mencap & Gateway Adult Tennis Inclusive (LD) 
●​ Fridays: Wheelchair Tennis Inclusive Group (Graves), plus Women's groups and Walking 

Tennis 
●​ Saturdays: Kids Tennis Inclusive sessions 

 
Interested in playing, connecting, or bringing inclusive tennis or padel to your local area? Reach 
out to Ben directly: 
 

●​ Email Ben: benabilitytennis@gmail.com 
●​ LTA Open Court email: yorkshireopencourt@gmail.com 
●​ Website: https://www.abilitytennis.co.uk 
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__________________ 

 

Community Spotlight: Scope Inclusive Employment Fair – West Yorkshire 

 

When: Tuesday 17th November 2026, 1:00 pm – 4:00 pm 
Where: Scope Leeds Community Hub, 3 Brewery Wharf, Dock Street, Leeds, LS10 1JF 
Cost: Free (registration required via Eventbrite) 
Are you or someone you support exploring employment options, looking for a new role, or 
wanting advice on navigating the workplace? 
Scope is hosting a dedicated Inclusive Employment Fair right in the heart of Leeds. The fair offers a 
welcoming, accessible environment tailored for disabled jobseekers, individuals with additional 
needs, and careers seekers of all backgrounds to meet inclusive employers, access practical advice, 
and discuss workplace adjustments with confidence. 
What’s on offer: 

●​ Direct access to inclusive regional employers recruiting now 
●​ Practical advice on requesting workplace accommodations and knowing your rights 
●​ Dedicated, accessible community space at Scope's Leeds Hub 

Spaces are free, but advance booking via Eventbrite is encouraged to help the organisers manage 
capacity. 

●​ Book your place: 
https://www.eventbrite.co.uk/e/leeds-and-west-yorkshire-inclusive-employment-fair-ticket
s-1998741260916​
 

●​ Enquiries: north.community@scope.org.uk 
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EVENTS AND INFORMATION - LEEDS 

 

SEND parent carer information drop​
 

●​ Date: Wednesday 11th November 2026 
●​ Time: 10.30am till 12.30pm 
●​ Venue: Horsforth Library Building, LS18 5BL 

​
Speak to services and receive information and advice: 

●​ Leeds Local Offer 
●​ SENDIASS 
●​ Leeds Parent Carer Forum 
●​ Carers Leeds 
●​ Little Hiccups 
●​ Speech and Language Therapy Service 
●​ Child Health and Disability Team (CHAD) 
●​ Time for young people 
●​ Independent Travel Training 
●​ Family Hub SEND Coordinators 

  
Let us know if you will be attending the drop in here: https://surveys.leeds.gov.uk/s/InfoDropIn/ 
  
If you have any questions please contact LLO@leeds.gov.uk 
 

__________________ 

Headline Family Event with George Webster! 

 

Morley Literature Festival has a fantastic family afternoon lined up with award-winning TV 
presenter, actor, author, and Mencap Ambassador George Webster! 
 
George first captured the nation's attention with his BBC Bitesize film challenging misconceptions 
about Down syndrome before becoming the first presenter with Down syndrome on CBeebies. 
Since then, he has won a BAFTA for Best Presenter and delighted audiences everywhere with his 
warmth, humour, and enthusiasm (including on the Strictly Come Dancing Christmas Special!). 
 
In this special event, George will share stories from his career and talk about the inspiration behind 
his books, including This Is Me!, Why Not?, and George and the Mini Dragon. Expect laughter, 
storytelling, audience interaction, and an uplifting message about confidence, inclusion, 
celebrating differences, and following your dreams. 
 
As George lives locally in Leeds, it is a brilliant opportunity to welcome him to Morley for what 
promises to be a really memorable event for families and young readers of all ages. 
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📅 Date: Saturday 7th November 2026 
⏰ Time: 3:00 PM – 5:00 PM 
📍 Venue: Unity Hall, 2 Commercial Street, Morley, LS27 8HY 
🎟️ Organised by: Morley Literature Festival 
 
Full details and ticket booking: 
 
https://www.eventbrite.co.uk/e/headline-family-event-with-george-webster-tickets-20026182049
60 
 

__________________ 

Harewood House ‘Recruiting’ new Community Groups​
 

I also just wanted to let you all know that we are 'recruiting' new CAM groups, as it were. If you are 
able to pass on the good word about Harewood to any of your fellow charities in the local area 
that you think would benefit from being a part of our CAM scheme, we would love for them to get 
in touch with us and hopefully join us in the new year! The more lovely people that we can help to 
access Harewood, the better :) 
 
Communities@harewood.org 
 
Best, 
Clarry  

​
__________________ 

Have you heard of Independent Travel Training? 

Whether your young person has used Independent Travel Training, you’ve heard of it but don’t 
know much about it, or you’ve never heard of it at all, we’d really like to hear from you. 

Leeds Parent Carer Forum is gathering parent and carer views to understand: 

How aware families are of Independent Travel Training 

Families’ experiences of accessing or using it 

What has worked well 

Any barriers or difficulties 

What could be improved 

You don’t need to have used the service to take part. Responses will be anonymised and used to 
help improve services, and the survey takes around  4-8 minutes to complete.   
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Share your views here: 
https://forms.cloud.microsoft/pages/responsepage.aspx?id=CochVIbstEyZDPgwtn8Lh5L4pGlNzshF
jha9fP_35DNUOEszN08zRzg0TVZCRFIzTkNTT1ZWVkFCVy4u&route=shorturl  

Thank you for helping us build a better picture of families’ experiences. 

Leeds Parent Carer Forum 

__________________ 

British Cycling and Cycle North are running Limitless Inclusive Cycling Sessions! 

 

These are friendly, inclusive cycling sessions designed for anyone with a disability to build 
confidence, develop skills, and have fun on a 1.6km outdoor cycling track. 
 
Session details: 
 

●​ Try out adapted or standard bikes 
●​ Led by British Cycling and Cycle North instructors 
●​ Carers, PAs, and support workers are welcome to cycle too 
●​ Para-cycling development sessions run alongside the community session (reach out for 

details) 
●​  

When: 1:00pm - 3:00pm on: 
 

●​ 28 November 
●​ 16 January 
●​ 20 February 
●​ 13 March 
●​ 17 April (More dates to come!) 

 
Where: Brownlee Centre, Bodington Avenue, Adel, Leeds, LS16 8NA 
 
Cost: Free to attend, but booking is required. 
 
Book your free place here: 
https://www.eventbrite.co.uk/e/limitless-community-inclusive-cycling-sessions-brownlee-centre-l
eeds-tickets-2003300432521?aff=oddtdtcreator 
 

For any questions or more information, contact: hannaheast@britishcycling.org.uk 
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__________________ 

 

Help us understand the need for holiday activities and support for young people aged 18+ with 
SEND 

Parents and carers have told us that there are limited opportunities for young people aged 18 and 
over during school and college holidays. 

We want to better understand the experiences of families, the types of activities and support that 
are needed, and any gaps in provision across the city. 

Your feedback will help us explore future opportunities and inform discussions about holiday 
provision for young adults with Special Educational Needs and Disabilities (SEND). 

The survey should take approximately 5 minutes to complete. 

Thank you for taking the time to share your views. 

 Complete the survey here: https://surveys.leeds.gov.uk/s/MDS2SM/ 

__________________ 
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Upcoming PDA Support Groups with The Lightbulb Moment  

 
💡 Upcoming PDA Training & Support Groups with The Lightbulb Moment 💡 

Does your child have Pathological Demand Avoidance (PDA), or are you wondering if they might 

have a PDA profile? 

Our friends at The Lightbulb Moment have a range of upcoming training dates and friendly local 

meet-ups across West Yorkshire! 

🗓️ November In-Person Training Sessions: 

●​ Keighley: Thursday 5th November, 9:30am – 11:30am (Highfield Children's Centre, Drewry 

Road, Keighley, BD21 2QG) 

●​ Wakefield: Tuesday 10th November, 10:00am – 12:00pm (Ossett Fire Station, Ossett, WF5 

9TR) 

●​ Calderdale: Monday 16th November, 10:00am – 12:00pm (Maurice Jagger Centre, Lister St, 

Halifax, HX1 1UZ) 

☕ Monthly Support Groups & Coffee Mornings: Come along, connect with other families, meet 

Lindsay from the team, and share experiences: 

●​ Leeds (Friendly Coffee Morning): Monday 9th November, 9:15am – 10:15am at The 

Community Hub, Hunslet Carr Primary School, Leeds, LS10 2DN 

●​ Guiseley (New Venue!): Thursday 19th November, 7:00pm – 8:00pm at The Lehar Room, 

Guiseley Theatre, The Green, Guiseley, LS20 9BT 

💻 Upcoming Online Training: 

●​ Friday 11th December, 10:30am – 12:00pm: Navigating the Festive Season as a PDA Family 

📧 How to Book / Find Out More: 

●​ For training enquiries: Contact Jenny Pash at jenny.pash@thelightbulbmomentpda.com or 

call 07447636826 

●​ For support group bookings: Contact Lindsay at 

lindsay.clarkson@thelightbulbmomentpda.com 

●​ Website: https://www.thelightbulbmomentpda.com 
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DEX Christmas Wreath Making 

 

__________________ 

Relaxed Pantomime Performance at Carriageworks  

 
I'm reaching out from the Carriageworks Theatre in Leeds, where we're working hard to promote 
the Relaxed Performances of our pantomime, Jack and the Beanstalk.  
 
Relaxed performances allow members of the audience to move around freely and leave or enter 
the auditorium as needed. Lights never go completely dark and sound effects are softened. These 
performances are designed to welcome children and adults who are neurodivergent, have a 
learning disability, dementia, or sensory and communication differences. We encourage audiences 
who do not require this type of performance, to try and book another date if they can, to promote 
an inclusive and safe space where people can enjoy the performance as they wish. 
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Our relaxed performances are on Sun 29 Nov at 1pm, Thu 3 Dec at 1.30pm*, Mon 21 Dec at 
2.30pm, Sun 27 Dec at 1pm. *Please note that Thu 3 Dec & 1pm is also a school's performance. 
 

__________________ 

Open Mic Forum for Professionals working with children 
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Interplay Theatre - Upcoming Events 
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A Supportive, Practical Course for Parents Using Music With Their Children 

 
If you’d like to feel more confident using music to connect with your child — especially if they have 
additional or complex needs — our two‑day course Making Music with Special Children may be a 
wonderful fit. 
 
You don’t need to be musical. You don’t need to sing in tune. You just need curiosity and a 
willingness to explore. 
 
What you’ll learn 
 
Simple ways to use music to support communication and bonding 
How rhythm and pulse can help with focus and regulation 
Creative ideas for using music, even with limited time or resources 
Using iPads to make music 
Approaches that work for children with a wide range of needs 
 
“Certainly one of the very best courses I have ever attended - truly transformative! Heartfelt 
thanks to the tutors- and to the participants. I had a very rewarding time with my little 
granddaughter on Sunday, whose dancing back and forth along the sofa I accompanied with up 
and down arpeggios causing squeals of delight.” Christopher, grandparent 
 
Course details 
 
London – 29–30 September 2026 York – 9–10 November 2026 Cost: £95 for both days, including 
lunch and refreshments. 
 
Book your place: 
https://jessiesfund.org.uk/our-work/training/making-music-with-special-children/  
 
We’d love to welcome you to two uplifting, supportive days of learning and shared experience. 

 
__________________ 

Little Hiccups Upcoming Events 

​
Family Fun Days 
Nov 1st - Relaxed Family Session at Bianco Lounge 
Nov 15th - Showcase Cinema – The Cat in the Hat 
Nov 15th - The Thought Bubble Festival 2026​
Dec 6th - Trip to Sundown Adventureland​
Dec 29th - A Toy Story Christmas Party 
Jan 23rd - Maths City 
Booking opens Mon 7th Dec 2026 
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​
Parent/Carer Events​
Nov 4th - Carer’s Chill Night​
Nov 26th - Dadlands – Indoor Go-Karting​
Nov 28th - Festive Wreath Workshop - Fully Booked!​
Feb 2nd - Carer’s Chill Night 
Feb 6th Sip and Slay Cocktail Masterclass 
 
 
Educational Courses 
Laura The ND Nurse 
Balancing Acts: Supporting Siblings and Finding Space for Self-Care​
Online (daytime): 6th Nov, 10pm >​
In person: 11th Nov, 10am >​
Online (evening): 18th Nov, 7pm > 
​
Courses in 2027: 
Intro to Autism and the Autistic Community​
In person: 6th Jan 10am​
Online (daytime): 7th Jan, 10am​
Online (evening): 11th Jan, 7pm​
​
Toilet Talk​
Online (daytime): 1st Feb, 10am​
Online (evening): 1st Feb, 7pm​
In person: 2nd Feb, 10am​
​
When Interactions Get Complicated​
Online (evening): 1st March, 7pm​
In person: 3rd March, 10am​
Online (day): 4th March, 10am​
​
Medication​
In person: 9th April, 10am​
Online coming soon​
​
Hypermobility and Ehlers-Danlos​
In person: 4th May, 10am 
Online coming soon​
​
Hair, Nail and Mouth Care​
In person:​
In person: 9th June, 10am 
Online coming soon​
​
Puberty, Emotions and Distress​
In person, 2nd July, 10am 
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Online coming soon​
​
Rhythm of the Night​
In person, 15th Sept, 10am 
Online coming soon​
​
Understanding PDA​
In person: 1st Oct, 10am​
Online coming soon 
​
Perimenopause and Menopause​
In person: 9th Nov, 10am​
Online coming soon 
 
Other Courses  

One to One SEND Admin & Life Support Sessions with Kate Keir​
Fri 15th Jan 2027​
 
AAC: A Parent’s Perspective – Online Workshop with Laura Brown​
Tues 19th Jan 2027 ​
​
Paediatric First Aid Course for Parent/Carers​
Fri 5th Feb 2027 ​
​
Breaking the Link Between ADHD and Youth Suicide 
Wed 10th Feb 2027 
​
NEW: Navigating Age 18: Protecting Benefits and Managing Finances​
Tues 27th April 2027 
​
NEW: A Practical Guide to SEND Trusts: Discretionary vs. Disabled Person’s Trusts​
Tues 25th May 2027 
​
NEW: Everyday Financial Resilience & Disability Cost Management​
Tues 29th June 2027 
​
NEW: Sibling & Whole-Family Financial Planning: Balancing Support Fairly​
Tues 20th July 2027 
 

__________________ 

​
Leeds Public Health Resource Centre Information Sessions 

 
The Leeds Public Health Resource Centre run a series of information sessions on different health 
topics, aimed at people working in roles (either paid or unpaid) that are about helping others with 
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their health and wellbeing. The sessions are called Want To Know More About... and details of all 
upcoming sessions are on this webpage Want to know more about... sessions | Leeds.gov.uk 
 

__________________ 
 

Focus Groups with Leeds Involving People and The National Deaf Children’s Society (NDCS)  

 
Leeds Involving People is working with the National Deaf Children’s Society (NDCS) to hear about 
people's experiences of early years support for deaf children aged 0-5. 
  
We're holding two upcoming focus groups and would love to hear from people who would like to 
share their experiences, views and ideas. 
  
The sessions will help us understand what support is working well, where there may be gaps and 
what could be improved for deaf children and their families. 
  
📅 Focus Group 1 – Hearing Parents and Carers of Deaf Children 

●​ Date: Wednesday 11th November 2026 
●​ Time: 5.30pm–8.30pm 

  
📅 Focus Group 2 – Young Deaf Adults (18–25 years) 

●​ Date: Wednesday 25th November 2026 
●​ Time: 5.30pm–8.30pm 

  
📍 Venue for both sessions: 
Leeds Society for Deaf & Blind People​
St Mary's Street, Leeds, LS9 7DP 
  
🚗 Parking available​
☕ Refreshments provided​
👧 Children welcome 
  
Both sessions will be informal and welcoming, with opportunities to share experiences and help 
shape future support for deaf children and their families. 
  
To book your place, please text 07719 328 721 with your name and the date of the session you'd 
like to attend. 
  
Please also feel free to share this invitation with anyone who might be interested. We'd really 
appreciate your help in reaching parents, carers and young Deaf adults across Leeds. 
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__________________ 

 
 

Cookies & Canines is back! 

 
Join us for another relaxed, friendly and FREE social at Kulture Coffee! 
 
Whether you're an assistance dog handler, a dog owner or simply love dogs, everyone is welcome!  
 
LGBTQIA+ and disability inclusive, we're creating a welcoming, accessible space to connect, make 
friends and celebrate our love of dogs. 
 
Theme to be announced soon! 
 
Where: Kulture Coffee, 380 Kirkstall Road, LS4 2HQ 
 
When: Wednesday 18th November 
 
Time: 6pm–8pm 
 
This event is completely FREE! We just ask that, where possible, you support our lovely hosts by 
grabbing a cuppa or puppuccino. 
 
Come as you are, bring your furry friends and enjoy some community joy! 
 
contact@palcic.org 
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__________________ 
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Relaxed Open Days at Leeds City College 

 
Leeds City College, Joseph Priestley Centre provides personalised learning programmes to meet 
the needs of learners with severe & complex learning difficulties. 
 
Our Preparation For Adulthood provision at Joseph Priestley Centre provides personalised learning 
programmes to meet the needs of learners with severe and complex learning difficulties. 
 
We hope you can join us on campus at our open event on Saturday 5th December, 10am – 12pm so 
we can show you exactly what we have to offer. You will have an opportunity to tour our college 
building and speak with our staff about our courses and the support we can offer to our students. 
 
Car parking is available on site or you can plan your route on public transport using 
www.wymetro.com/plan-a-journey 
 
You can sign up for a place here: https://preparationforadulthoodopenday.eventbrite.co.uk 
 
For any queries before the event please email EventsMarketing@luminate.ac.uk using Preparation 
For Adulthood Open Event as your email subject. We look forward to meeting you. 
The Preparation For Adulthood team 
Leeds City College 
 
 

 
__________________ 
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​
Careers In Leeds 

 

This year marks the launch of a new, city-wide careers, jobs, and training fair entitled Careers In 
Leeds. The event will offer a refreshed approach to bringing opportunities and talent together 
across Leeds and the wider region. 
 
For the first time, Employment and Skills Leeds are combining three major events into one 
ambitious, inclusive offer: 

●​ Leeds Digital Careers Fair 
●​ Leeds Creative Skills Festival 
●​ SEND Next Choices Event 

 
Careers in Leeds 2026 takes place on Tuesday 3 November 2026 and runs from 12pm to 6pm, with 
the first hour (12pm–1pm) reserved as a quiet hour exclusively for visitors with special educational 
needs and/or disabilities. 
 
You’ll have the chance to talk to major employers from a wide range of sectors, including 
accounting, business and administration, catering and hospitality, construction, creative design, 
care services, digital, education, engineering, finance, hair and beauty, health, law, protective 
services and many more. 
 
With over 100 exhibitors expected, the event will offer information, advice, guidance and access to 
live vacancies. You’ll have the opportunity to find out about jobs, training and opportunities in 
Leeds. The event is free to attend and open to everyone. 
 
Tickets for the quiet hour (12pm–1pm) are limited and only available to visitors with special 
educational needs and/or disabilities. General admission tickets are for entry between 1pm and 
6pm. 
 
Find out more and book your free ticket here: Careers in Leeds | Inclusive Growth Leeds 
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__________________ 

SNAPS. Sessions at Penny Field and Co-op Academy Brierley  

 
Half-term break 

●​ Saturday, 7th November 
●​ Saturday, 14th November 
●​ Saturday, 21st November 
●​ Saturday, 28th November 
●​ Saturday, 5th December 
●​ Saturday, 12th December 

 
__________________ 

Free legal support clinics for SNAPS families 

 
Our Business Hero partner, Irwin Mitchell, is offering a series of free legal support clinics for SNAPS 
families this autumn. Families can access confidential advice from specialist medical negligence 
lawyers, either in person at SNAPS or through a virtual appointment.  
 
Upcoming dates: 
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Saturday, 14th November: Meet the team at SNAPS (Penny Field) 
Friday, 27th November: Virtual clinic  
 
For virtual clinics, families can book an appointment directly with Mia Hudson by email or phone:  
Mia.Hudson@irwinmitchell.com / 0113 2214344   
  

__________________ 

Guide Dogs My Time To Play for 0-4 year olds 
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__________________ 
 
‘NO CRY FOR HELP IS LOUD ENOUGH’ Community Exhibition and Launch Event 

 
Henry Moore Lecture Theatre, Leeds Art GalleryLeeds, West Yorkshire 
Saturday 5 December  •  1 PM - 4 PM 
 
Overview 
A presentation and discussion with Benedict Phillips (artist) and Briony Martin (Lotus Links 
Founder). 
NO CRY FOR HELP IS LOUD ENOUGH 
1.00-2.00pm 
Benedict Phillips (artist) and Briony Martin (Lotus links founder) 
An introduction to the processes that brought this project into being. The experiences and 
inspiration that built the Lotus links community, and shaped this process. Followed by a Q & A. 
2:00-4:00pm 
Community exhibition & launch 
Join the artist and community to explore the exhibition. Light refreshments and a separate quiet 
safe space will be available throughout the day in Henry Moore lecture theatre. 
Exhibition description: 
NO CRY FOR HELP IS LOUD ENOUGH 
An installation of Photography and text made through a collaboration between Artist & Curator 
Benedict Phillips and the Lotus Links Peer Support community. Exploring and expressing deeply 
personal and emotive shared experiences of Neurodivergence in conflict with institutional 
processes and thinking. 
This work involves considerable personal investment, discussing, exploring and finding different 
ways to express what is often left unsaid in public spaces and finding a way to communicate this 
through Art. 
This work comes from a desire to tell stories in response to what has happened in the past and 
what is happening right now in people's lives. It explores emotive lived experience through ideas of 
activism, performance, poetry and photography with a clear intention to be a provocation, and to 
open up a debate around the hierarchy and relationships between institutions and their policies 
and the individual. Highlighting the impact on parents and their children who find themselves 
living in conflict with the normative and ableism of our world all around them.​
​
https://www.eventbrite.co.uk/e/no-cry-for-help-is-loud-enough-community-exhibition-and-launch
-event-tickets-2002237051921 
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EVENTS AND INFORMATION - BRADFORD 

 
 

 
__________________ 

Bradford SEND News 

 
●​ Emotionally Based School Avoidance (EBSA) in-person support sessions. Wednesdays - 11, 

18, 25 Nov, 2 Dec (Cafe West, Allerton). To book, email: EBSA@bradford.gov.uk 
●​ Online EBSA sessions coming up in January. Wednesdays - 13, 20, 27 January and 3 

February. (1pm to 2.30pm). To book, email: EBSA@bradford.gov.uk. You can see upcoming 
dates for 2027, here. 

●​ Read Bradford's SEND Strategy 2024-2028 (2026 Revision)​​ which sets out the vision and 
strategic priorities for the Bradford district during the period 2024- 2028. 

●​ Carers' Resource are looking for carers of all ages, backgrounds and experiences to help 
shape a new 'Proud to Care' video project. Can you help? Workshops are on 2 November 
and 9 November, 2026. If interested, get in touch here.  

●​ The Parents' Forum for Bradford and Airedale (PFBA) have Max Cards (discount cards) 
available. Please get in touch with the PFBA to order a Max Card. 

●​ Baby Week Bradford, 2026 - (14 - 20 November) for ages birth to 5 years. There's events in 
Family Hubs, and more - see What's On. Family fun days:​
*Saturday, 14 November (1pm - 4pm) Darley Street Market.​
*Thursday 19, November (10am - 1pm) at Airedale Shopping Centre. 

●​ Healthy Minds service directory - a useful guide to mental health services. Read here.  

Page | 37  
West Yorkshire CANN​
www.cann.network.org​

westyorkshire@cann-network.org 

https://links-1.govdelivery.com/CL0/https:%2F%2Fwww.bradford.gov.uk%2Feducation-and-skills%2Fschool-support-services%2Febsa-parent-support-groups%2F%3Futm_medium=email%26utm_source=govdelivery/1/010001a16956058f-9235fdd0-9e79-47db-927a-56d5724a54b3-000000/EN0oi_dht_8iuAtrGRa-4MuSzwhdITOKDYwAvGqJVCg=452
https://links-1.govdelivery.com/CL0/https:%2F%2Fwww.bradford.gov.uk%2Fchildren-young-people-and-families%2Fdoes-your-child-have-special-educational-needs-or-disabilities%2Fbradford-district-strategy-for-children-and-young-people-with-send%2F%3Futm_medium=email%26utm_source=govdelivery/1/010001a16956058f-9235fdd0-9e79-47db-927a-56d5724a54b3-000000/IUy86m2R7BizbMFEYrVjTEVNVwFjcQFFOYZLurEteqE=452
https://links-1.govdelivery.com/CL0/https:%2F%2Fwww.carersresource.org%2F%3Futm_medium=email%26utm_source=govdelivery/1/010001a16956058f-9235fdd0-9e79-47db-927a-56d5724a54b3-000000/kMAAISWN8X0GwoOrm3baOgMMtIa11kfWZTHwnAXb8OQ=452
https://links-1.govdelivery.com/CL0/https:%2F%2Flocaloffer.bradford.gov.uk%2Fkb5%2Fbradford%2Fdirectory%2Fservice.page%3Fid=8CQ5cJx6HLg%26utm_medium=email%26utm_source=govdelivery/1/010001a16956058f-9235fdd0-9e79-47db-927a-56d5724a54b3-000000/DqZl5uPPAK91N-8oyYhJwiJm4eo-6A_mUdzGjm1CIIA=452
https://links-1.govdelivery.com/CL0/https:%2F%2Fpfba.org.uk%2Fmax-cards%2F%3Futm_medium=email%26utm_source=govdelivery/1/010001a16956058f-9235fdd0-9e79-47db-927a-56d5724a54b3-000000/x0opvUmqaQUMa25ROTrIzMJTfp1pnQahYY1uJeZ-tVU=452
https://links-1.govdelivery.com/CL0/https:%2F%2Fbabyweek.co.uk%2Fbradford%2F%3Futm_medium=email%26utm_source=govdelivery/1/010001a16956058f-9235fdd0-9e79-47db-927a-56d5724a54b3-000000/iguSd5gPPvgys7rI9VkR8toD1iCG4jr0_lMXuDsC3Mw=452
https://links-1.govdelivery.com/CL0/https:%2F%2Fbso.bradford.gov.uk%2Fcontent%2Fmental-health%2Fhealthy-minds%2Fservices-directory-for-schools%2F3622%3Futm_medium=email%26utm_source=govdelivery/1/010001a16956058f-9235fdd0-9e79-47db-927a-56d5724a54b3-000000/Fxb3R0cC7yayybaAuG8YOaBEJVxccT3mqVvOwn_irCc=452


 

●​ Apply for Year 7 secondary school places for September 2027 by 31 October, 2026. Read 
this Guide for parents, and if your child has an Education, Health and Care Plan (EHCP) you 
do not need to apply through the online system - you will be sent a separate letter. 

●​ The Literacy Trust Story Bus will be visiting Bradford East Family Hub (Barkerend) on 13 
November (2pm to 4pm). 

●​ Free online information session about becoming a childminder in Bradford District - 
Monday, 16 November 2026 (6pm – 7.30pm). Find out more. 

 
__________________ 

New sensory room opens at Barkerend Family Hub  

 
Families can enjoy free sensory spaces at Family Hubs across the Bradford district, including the 
new state-of-the-art sensory room at Barkerend, and other spaces including Reevy Hill, Farcliffe, 
Rainbow and Owlet. Designed for babies, children and young people of all ages, including children 
and young people with SEND, the sensory rooms provide a safe and calming environment to 
explore, play and relax.​
 
To book a free session in the new sensory room contact Barkerend Family Hub on 01274 437523 or 
for other Family Hubs contact them directly to book. You can also view the latest Family Hub 
timetables on the FYI (Families and Young People Information) website and read the Bradford Local 
Offer's One Minute Guide to Sensory Spaces.  

 

__________________ 

Free festival especially for young people 

​
29% Festival, free for young people (aged 12 - 21 years or up to 25 years if a young person has 
SEND) is taking place on Saturday, 7 November (2pm - 7pm) at Bradford Arts Centre, St Peter's 
House, 1 Forster Square BD1 4TY. 
The festival, run by Common Wealth will include live performance, music, dance, art and 
workshops, celebrating Bradford District's young people and young artists. There will be a 
dedicated adult space available for parents and carers who wish to wait while young people enjoy 
the festival.  
BradStarz SEND Youth Forum has been collaborating with the Children in Care Council to create an 
exhibition space that explores some of the challenges and experiences they face including, 
masking, acceptance, inclusion and hidden disabilities. ​
​
https://bdartscentre.ticketsolve.com/ticketbooth/shows/1173694458/events/428908260?_gl=1*s
160jc*_ga*MTQxNjQ1Mzg1Ni4xNzkwOTU2Mzg4*_ga_SMX3PWBYDJ*czE3OTA5NTYzODgkbzEkZzE
kdDE3OTA5NTY1MTkkajYwJGwwJGgxNjkxMDI0NTQ3&utm_medium=email&utm_source=govdeliv
ery  
 

__________________ 
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Intervention centre opens to support children with SEND​
 

Bradford Council has opened an Intervention Centre to support children with Special Educational 
Needs and Disabilities (SEND). 
 
The Social, Communication, Interaction and Learning (SCIL) Intervention Centre's mission is to 
equip school staff with understanding, skills, and strategies to understand children’s needs and 
successfully implement provision required to stabilise their current mainstream school placement. 
Although the centre is located at Margaret McMillan Primary School, it will support school staff 
and children from across the district in mainstream provision. The centre is already making a 
positive difference, with improvements in attendance, engagement and school inclusion. 

 

__________________ 

Early speech, language and communication support for under 5s 

If you have a child under the age of five and have any worries or questions about your child's 
speech, talking or communication skills, come along and chat to a Speech and Language Therapist. 
Children under 5 welcome to come along. ​
 

●​ Fridays, 6 and 20 November (10am - 11am) at Keighley Community and Family Hub, 
Airedale Shopping Centre BD21 3QD 

 
__________________ 

​
And Breathe Now (SEND support group) 

A friendly support group for families, carers and professionals of children and young people with 
SEND. There will be an experienced advocate available to offer support and guidance and help you 
to navigate SEND systems.​
 

●​ Friday, 6 November (9am - 11am) at The Woolen Room, Toby Carvery BD5 8LB 
●​ Thursday, 19 November  (10am - 12 noon) at The Lodge, Bowling Park BD4 7QE 
●​ Friday, 13 November (9.30am - 11am) at Keighley Community and Family Hub, Airedale 

Shopping Centre BD21 3QD​
 

__________________ 

SEND 'Life Admin' session (parent-volunteer led) 

A friendly drop-in for families with a child with special education needs and/or disabilities. Run 
with support from a parent-volunteer with lived experience, the session will focus on checking 
through paperwork, forms and admin - with a cuppa and a chat. 

●​ 12, November (10am - 12 noon) at Bradford East Family Hub (Barkerend) 
 

__________________ 
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SEND Marketplace drop-in events 

Taking place monthly at different venues across the district, come along and speak to specialist 
SEND services who can provide advice, support and signposting. You are welcome to bring children 
with you.  

●​ Monday, 26 October (9.30am to 12.30pm) at Keighley/Shipley Family Hub (Rainbow). 
●​ Monday, 30 November (1pm to 4pm) at Bradford East Family Hub (Barkerend) 

__________________ 

SEND parent/carer's coffee mornings 

Open to families to come along and meet together.  
●​ 5, November (9.15am to 10.15am) Fagley Primary BD2 3PU 
●​ 9, November (12.30pm to 2pm) Bradford East Family Hub (Barkerend) 

For further Information about all groups, visit the Family Hub's timetables (SEND activities 
highlighted in Orange). 
https://fyi.bradford.gov.uk/bsfh/what-is-bsfh/family-hubs-latest-timetables 
 

__________________ 

Self-care and support for parent carers 

National Self-Care Week (16 - 22 November 2026) and Carers Rights Day (19, November 2026) are 
a reminder that your wellbeing matters too. If you care for a child or young person with SEND, a 
disability or neurodivergence, it's important to remember to use local support groups and 
opportunities to connect with others and take time to look after yourself. 
Useful links: 

●​ SEND support groups across the Bradford District - local support groups. 
●​ Carers' Resource Bradford District, parent carer groups, wellbeing, support, information 

and advice - phone 01274 449660 or visit Carers' Resource. 
●​ Bradford Families and Young Persons (FYI) Information website - local groups, activities, 

parenting courses, support and information. Visit the FYI website.  
●​ Bradford Family Hubs offer a range of information, support and activities. Find out about 

the support at Bradford District's four Family Hubs.  
Bradford's SEND Local Offer is a directory holding information about local services, support and 
activities for children and young people with SEND and their families. Visit: 
localoffer.bradford.gov.uk 

__________________ 

Managing 'Behaviours that Challenge' workshop 

This workshop is for parents and carers of children with special educational needs who are 
experiencing difficulty with their child’s behaviour. Run by the Children's Community Support Team 
(CCST) the workshop aims to help parents and carers develop an understanding of: 

●​ Causes of behaviours that challenge 
●​ Why behaviours that challenge can occur 
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●​ How to react to the child/young person’s behaviour 
●​ How to respond to the child/young person’s emotions.​

 
These workshops will take place (10am - 1pm) 

●​ Wednesday, 4 November, 2026 Britannia House (Hall Ings, BD1 1HX)  
●​ Friday, 6 November, 2026 at Keighley Town Hall (BD21 3PA) 

*There is also an upcoming virtual course available.  
​
Please contact the team for a consent form and more information, email: 
specialistbehaviour&inclusionservices@bradford.gov.uk or phone: 01274 436684  
 

__________________ 

Sleep support workshop 

This is a workshop for parents and carers of children with special educational needs who are 
having difficulty with their child’s sleep. The workshop aims to help parents/carers develop an 
understanding of sleep including: 

●​ What factors affect sleep 
●​ What factors promote sleep 
●​ Common sleep problems/disorders 
●​ Strategies to support your young person in settling to sleep and with night​

waking.  
These workshops will take place (10am - 1pm)  

●​ Tuesday 10 November, 2026 at Keighley Town Hall (BD21 3PA) 
●​ Friday 20 November, 2026 at Britannia House (Hall Ings, BD1 1HX)  

*There is also an upcoming virtual course available.  
Please contact the team for a consent form and more information, email: 
specialistbehaviour&inclusionservices@bradford.gov.uk or phone: 01274 436684  

 
__________________ 

Strength in Numbers Installation 

 
Save the date! This November, we invite you to join us at MTG studios to experience our 
multi-artform installation, Strength in Numbers 
 
Celebrate with us and help spread the word about the community work we’re doing at Mind the 
Gap. 
 
From Monday 2 to Saturday 7 November, we’re opening the doors at MTG studios for you to 
experience our multi-artform installation, Strength in Numbers.  
 
Spread the word! Help us grow the Strength in Numbers community: share this email with a group 
or person you think might be interested in finding out more about our co-creation approach. 
 
Register your interest to find out more about the programme of events. 
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When? 
Monday 2 to Saturday 7 November 
 
Where? 
Mind the Gap 
 
Register your interest! 
Email community@mind-the-gap.org.uk 

__________________ 

​
Emotional Based School Avoidance support 

Is your child struggling to go to school due to feelings of worry or stress? Are you unsure what to 
do? Then come along to a friendly and supportive parent support group run by the Educational 
Psychology team. 
You’ll find a safe space to share and listen to other parents, get ideas to help, and learn about what 
you can do to support your child, and what you can expect from school. You will need to be able to 
attend all four sessions. To book, email: EBSA@bradford.gov.uk 
 

●​ Wednesdays - 30 Sept, 7, 14, 21 Oct (Online) 
●​ Wednesdays - 11, 18, 25 Nov, 2 Dec (Cafe West, Allerton) 

 
 If your child is struggling to attend school, please contact your school initially and ask for support 
and visit our One Minute Guide on Emotionally Based School Avoidance (EBSA). 
 

__________________ 

'SEND One Plan' diary dates 

 
The SEND Partnership is working together across education, health, and care to improve 
services for children and young people in Bradford District. 
 
There is a clear and joined-up plan called the SEND One Plan, and regular events are taking 
place, chaired by the Parents' Forum for Bradford and Airedale (PFBA) to give parents and 
carers the opportunity to ask questions and get answers from services.  
 
Upcoming diary dates: 

●​ Thursday 10, September  and Thursday 19, November (10am to 12 noon). Venue to be 
confirmed.  
 

The Bradford Local Area SEND Partnership continues to work with the Department for 
Education and local families to finalise the Local Area Reform Plan for the implementation of 
the SEND Reforms in Bradford District. 
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EVENTS AND INFORMATION - WAKEFIELD 

Light Up Wakefield 

 
 Our team deliver the Light Up Wakefield event which takes place in Wakefield City Centre and 
celebrates the switching on of the City Centre Christmas Lights and the start of the festive season. 
  
We are providing free BSL tours of the Light Trail at this year’s Light Up Wakefield event on 13th & 
14th November. Martin Glover, a deaf artist, and tour guide will be leading the tours on both dates. 
  
You can find more information and the link to book the free tickets here: Light Up Wakefield - BSL 
Tours | Experience Wakefield. 
  
I wondered if you would be able to share the information about the free BSL tours with your West 
Yorkshire members, specifically any groups that support people who identify as d/Deaf. 
  
Kind regards, 
Hayley Wilson (she/her)* | Festivals and Major Events Officer 
Arts, Culture & Leisure Service 
Wakefield Council 
M: 07917 280521 
E: hwilson@wakefield.gov.uk 
 
 

 
 

EVENTS AND INFORMATION - KIRKLEES  

 No news this month 
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